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Fellow Rotarians and Friends,

When this Rotary year began under the theme The Magic of
Rotary, I  didn’t realize how personally true that phrase would
become. The magic wasn’t in what we accomplished — though
there is much to celebrate — but in how Rotary shaped us,
challenged us and inspired us to become something more.

This year, our district found its heart in three deeply human
places: in the call to strengthen boys’ and men’s mental health,
in the pursuit of peace and conflict resolution and in the
revitalization of civic life. We didn’t just talk about these ideas
—  we lived them. We held conversations that mattered,
launched Peace Pole projects that inspired and promoted the
Join or Die documentary as a reminder that civic organizations
like ours are essential to a healthy, connected society.

I didn’t expect to become a peace advocate when I stepped
into this role. But because of the vision of Rotary International
President Stephanie Urchick, my experience at the Rotary
Presidential Peace Conference, and the overwhelming
enthusiasm our clubs showed for peacebuilding, I discovered
that peace isn’t just something we talk about — it’s something
we do. It starts at home. It extends to our clubs, our
communities, our district, our nation and ultimately, to the
world. Peace starts with us.

Rotary, more than any institution besides the United States of
America itself, is the greatest peace-building and peace-
making organization in the history of the world. Because
peace cannot exist without clean water, a healthy
environment, literate children, empowered women, thriving
economies or a world free from polio. Every service project,
every grant, every act of compassion contributes to that larger
tapestry of peace. We also witnessed that spirit of service in
action when Hurricane Helene struck. In the face of
destruction, Rotarians did what Rotarians always do — we
showed up. We rallied together to deliver relief, comfort
neighbors and rebuild communities. That’s the Rotary
difference. 

THE 2024 - 2025
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

A Message From

Rotary District 7570 | The Magic of Rotary



Watch DG
Bret’s End of
Year Message
here.

The year also tested us. Membership growth and engagement
remain challenges, but even there we saw signs of renewal.
Clubs experimented, adapted and reimagined what service
looks like in today’s world. We are finding new ways to tell our
story — one that is both timeless and urgently needed — that
Rotary gives people a place to belong, to serve and to lead.

Serving as District Governor has been one of the most
transformative experiences of my life. I entered this role
thinking I would lead an organization; instead, I found myself
being shaped by it. Rotary made me a better listener, a more
patient leader and — perhaps most unexpectedly — a
champion for peace.

Thank you for allowing me to serve alongside you and to
witness The Magic of Rotary made real — in every act of
service, every hand extended and every seed of peace planted.

With heartfelt gratitude,

Bret W. Hrbek

Haven’t seen
Join or Die?
Learn more

here:



Chicago, IL, Rotary Club No. 1 was started on February 23, 1905. In due course Chicago helped to organize the
Washington, D.C. Club, which in turn organized Richmond Rotary Club, in 1913, the 9th Rotary Club to be founded. The
Washington, D.C. Club also was the parent club of Nashville, TN.  Among the progeny of these two clubs are all the
current Clubs of District 7570.

The Rotary Club of Roanoke, VA was organized by Richmond Rotary in 1914, so it is the oldest club in 7570, followed by
Johnson City, TN founded by Nashville in 1916 with Lynchburg, VA and Bristol VA-TN following in 1917. One club in
7570 was sponsored by a club not from the district. Amherst was founded in 1939 by Blackstone, which was started by
Richmond. Thus all clubs in the District are descended from either Richmond or Nashville.

From 1914 to 1917 four clubs organized. During the 1920s, twenty-five clubs were organized, our largest period of
growth. The 1930s produced ten clubs, the 1940s two, and one each in the 1950, 1960 and 1970 decades. From 1983 to
1989 fourteen new clubs came into existence, while the decade of the 1990’s saw eleven new clubs and fourteen clubs
have joined our ranks since 2000. As of 2012 we have 83 clubs (and just over 3,300 members).

District 7570 started part of the 4th District of Rotary in 1914, comprising Virginia and the Carolinas. In 1923, South
Carolina was removed and we became the 7th District which four years later it became the 56th District when North
Carolina departed. In 1937 when a bit of Tennessee was added and the eastern part of Virginia separated, we became
the 186th District. The District number was changed to 275 in 1949; to 757 in 1957, and to 7570 on July 1st, 1991.

From Greeneville, TN to Winchester, VA a distance of about 435 miles, north and south lying mostly west of the Blue
Ridge Mountains, along the Shenandoah, James, Roanoke and Holston River valleys, District 7570 is truly a scenic
district. Time and Interstate 81 has changed the District. Forty years ago it was a long day’s drive from Greeneville to
Winchester. Now it can be done in just about six hours.

Support of the Rotary Foundation and its programs has been a priority for District 7570. The District was 47th among all
districts in support of the Polio Plus Program. Endowments in honor of William E. Skelton and Reid Jones have assets in
excess of $1.5 million to support the Ambassadorial Scholar program.

District 7570 has distinguished itself as a strong district actively involved in Rotary International. Edward R.
Johnson(1935-36) of the Roanoke Club and William E. Skelton (1983-84) of the Christiansburg-Blacksburg Club served as
Presidents of Rotary International. Edward R. Johnson (1933-34) and Eric E. Adamson (2009-10) of Front Royal served as
Vice Presidents of Rotary International. In addition to the three leaders above, E. W Palmer (1939-40) of Kingsport, Irvin
Cubine (1945-46) of Martinsville, and Edgar C. Hatcher (1996-98) of Bristol VA/TN served as Rotary International
Directors.

District 7570 was selected as one of twelve to pioneer the new District Leadership plan. Several past district governors
serve as a R. I. President’s Representative to other District. Several of our members have been appointed to committees
and task force groups of Rotary International.

(Note: Based on a history written by Rotarian Hensel T. Eckman of Pulaski, District Historian from 1945 until 1965, and
brought to date by District Historian Richard Hamrick of Staunton.)

HISTORY



CONFERENCE
DISTRICT

Hosted at the Inn at Virginia Tech, more than 350 Rotarians and guests from across District
7570 gathered for a weekend of service, fellowship and fun. Together, we experienced The
Magic of Rotary—a celebration of what makes our organization one of the most powerful
forces for good in the world.

THE MAGIC OF ROTARY COMES ALIVE IN BLACKSBURG
2025 DISTRICT CONFERENCE | THE INN AT VIRGINIA TECH | APRIL 3–6, 2025

INSPIRING SPEAKERS AND PURPOSEFUL CONVERSATIONS

The conference featured an incredible lineup of speakers who challenged,
inspired and encouraged us to live Rotary’s values in new ways.

Richard Reeves (1), president and founder of the American Institute for
Boys & Men, gave a powerful talk on men’s mental health—why it matters,
and how communities like Rotary can help address the growing need for
connection and purpose among young men.

Tim Carney (2), author and reporter for The Washington Examiner,
explored the importance of rebuilding America’s civic culture and why
organizations like Rotary are essential to a healthy, functioning democracy.

Kevin Williamson from The Dispatch reminded attendees of the enduring
importance of vocational service, and Kaitlin McGarvey (3) from World
Vision shared updates on District 7570’s global grant partnership in Uganda
—an initiative empowering women through economic development.

Al Reese from the American Red Cross led a compelling session on the
“Rules of War” and humanitarian law, followed by Rotarian and Holocaust
survivor Sam Harris (4), who joined via Zoom to share his moving story and
how Rotary helped shape his life and worldview.
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Steve Lerch (5), a former Google executive, introduced creative ways
Rotarians can leverage artificial intelligence to strengthen clubs, attract
new members and tell Rotary’s story more effectively.

The general sessions concluded with motivational speaker Sam Glenn,
whose message of optimism and service left the audience ready to return
home and make a difference in someone’s life.

SERVICE, FELLOWSHIP, AND FUN

Service was at the heart of the weekend. Rotarians gathered at
the Virginia Tech Peace Garden to plant a new tree, clean the
garden and install a new Peace Pole featuring languages that
reflect the diversity of the Virginia Tech student body—a visible
reminder that peace truly starts here.

Back at the Inn, the fun continued with a mix of creative and
social activities.  Participants painted LOVE letters, crafted mini
Peace Poles and enjoyed whiskey and wine tastings. Evenings
were filled with music and laughter thanks to dueling pianos
and a Beatles cover band, making it a celebration that lived up
to its theme: The Magic of Rotary.

A GLOBAL CONNECTION
The conference concluded on Sunday morning with a surprise Zoom appearance from
District 2485 Governor Butrint Batalli (Albania and Kosovo), marking the beginning of a
new partnership between our districts. Together, DG Butrint and DG Bret committed to
collaborate on peace-building and humanitarian projects that will make our world a better
place to live.

A MAGICAL WEEKEND OF IMPACT

From powerful keynotes and heartfelt service to laughter, learning and
global connection, the 2025 District Conference was a testament to what
makes Rotary extraordinary. Across every moment, we witnessed The
Magic of Rotary—ordinary people coming together to do extraordinary
things.

5
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Peace Champion
Edward Jones Foundation

Bret & Jessica Hrbek
Dick & Dolly Mason

Change Patron
Jimmy & Tina Maddox

Nancy Whitlock

Hope Ambassador
Anonymous

LTC Tom Beam, USAF (Ret)
Harold & Nadine Davidson

Phylis H. Seely
Friend of District 7570

Peace Partner
David & Aneita Bryant

Michael & Angela Cimini
Al & Vivian Crymble

Mark Fishman
Steve Gold

Sally Kirkpatrick
Linda Leonard

Devon & Kellie Schad
Ken & Linda Simon

Sam Snead
Jim Summers

Alan & Pat Wimer

In Kind Donations
Bret & Jessica Hrbek

Lizi Lewis
Tina Maddox

Ron & Kathy Napier
Rick Novak
Katie Tewell

District Conference 2025
SPONSORS 



DISTRICT

CONFERENCE

Conference Committee

1) President’s Representative Marge
Cole; 2) House of Friendship w/PDG

Kathy Kanter, Lori Glascock and Nancy
Rudolph; 3) Speaker Sam Glenn

(4) Michael Williams
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District Conference 2025 

Pictures:
1) Pints for Polio; 2) AG Inez Rodenburg & Shakeva Frazier; 3) Flying Ivories dueling

pianos; 4) DG Bret & Dana Guthrie; 5) Gunin Kiran with the Hokie Bird

Use the QR code
for more photos
of District
Conference

 Watch select
conference

speaker
presentations

here:
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2024 - 2025

DISTRICT
FINANCIALS

For the full audit and financials for the 2024-2025 Rotary year,
visit www.Rotary7570.org or use the QR code here:



Area 1: Lori Glascock, RC of Front Royal
Area 2: Bill Carper, RC of Strasburg
Area 3: Noah Yoder, RC of Harrisonburg
Area 4: Lora Hamp, RC of Waynesboro
Area 5: Renae Adrian, RC of Forest
Area 6: James “Monty” Kennedy, RC of Lexington-Sunrise
Area 7: Ronnie Mand, RC of Danville-Riverview
Area 8: Mark Hendrickson, RC of Salem
Area 9: Vickie Danica, RC of Montgomery County
Area 10: Amanda Dowell, RC of Russell County
Area 11: Cary Simms, RC of Hillsville
Area 12: Jon Luttrell, RC of Bristol-Morning
Area 13: Nikki Morrison, RC of Tri-Cities
Area 14: Joe Alexander, RC of Elizabethton

Community Service:
2nd Place: RC of Frederick County
1st Place: RC of Tri-Cities

Club Partnerships:
2nd Place: RC of Blacksburg
1st Place: RC of Harrisonburg-Massanutten

Vocational Service:
1st Place: RC of Blacksburg

Club Bulletin:
2nd Place: RC of Front Royal
1st Place: RC of Warren County

Social Media:
2nd Place: RCs of Scott County & Giles County
1st Place: RC of Front Royal

Club Website:
2nd Place: RC of Lynchburg
1st Place: RC of Forest

Club Public Image:
2nd Place: RC of Front Royal
1st Place: RC of Winchester

Youth Activities:
2nd Place: RC of Front Royal
1st Place: RC of Warren County

International Service:
2nd Place: RC of Danville-Riverview
1st Place: RC of Staunton

Special District Awards
District 7570 PeaceBuilders Award: Dana Guthrie, RC of Forest
Douglas A. Newton Excellence in Communications Award: Ben Oldham, RC of Salem
Dave Moreman Encouraging Youth Award: Charlotte Whitted, RC of Abingdon
J. Ronald Ferrill Humanitarian Award: Woody Sadler, RC of Lexington-Sunrise (pictured)
2025 District Lifetime Achievement Award: George E. Oldham III, RC of Johnson City
2025 District Lifetime Achievement Award: Ed Kryspin, RC of Amherst

CLUB

AWARDS

Learn more
about District
Awards here:

District Conference Awards Chairman: Josie Russell, RC of Tri-Cities



93.3%

64.7%

Increase YoY to the Annual Fund: 14.49%

The Rotary
FOUNDATION

PERCENTAGE OF CLUBS PARTICIPATING IN ANNUAL
FUND GIVING

PERCENTAGE OF ROTARIANS GIVING TO THE
ANNUAL FUND

ANNUAL FUND GIVING
$531,473

POLIOPLUS CONTRIBUTIONS: $146,500
POLIO PER CAPITA GIVING: $51.33
POLIO YOY GIVING: -11.13%
% OF ROTARIANS CONTRIBUTING: 80.3%

PER CAPITA ANNUAL FUND
$186.22

HIGHEST IN
ANNUAL GIVING
ZONES 33/34

ANNUAL GIVING %
CHANGE IN ZONE 33

TRF Subcommittee Chairmen: PolioPlus: Jeremy Spilman (RC of Harrisonburg-Massanutten); PolioPlus
Society: Traci Blido (RC of Bedford); Foundation Stewardship: Frederick Miller (RC of Scott County);

Scholarships Chairman: Kathy Napier (RC of Warren County); Global Grants: Earline Lane (RC of Scott
County); Annual Fund: Patty Baisden (RC of Strasburg); Planned Giving: Garry Norris (RC of Salem)

Support The
Rotary

Foundation
here.



Paul Harris Society
Rotarians who make a commitment to give $1,000 each year to The Rotary Foundation 

are eligible for the Paul Harris Society (PHS).  The 2024-2025 PHS members and eligible members are listed below.  
Thank you for your support of The Rotary Foundation.

Elva A. Adams
Robert H. Adams
Paula K. Alston

Thomas P. Alston
Mary Loretta Apel
Beverley Atwell

James B. Baisden
Patricia E. Baisden

Hugh Ballou
Eugene M. Bane, Jr.
Melanie C. Barber
Brian C. Barbour

Jean Barch
John W. Bates

R. William Bayliss, III
Lee A. Beam

Thomas R. Beam
Thomas E. Bell

Arthur Benjamin
Traci Blido

James H. Bowen
Nancy J. Bradford
Matthew Brandt

Byron A. Brill
Shelley Brouillette

Jann L. Brown
John L. Brown

Dennis D. Brubaker
Peter Bryan

Thomas T. Bryd
Milton E. Carter
Timothy Carter

Pamela S. Chitwood
Gary W. Chrisman
Russell J. Churchill
Robert W. Clayor

Raymond G. Cobb
Julia M. Connell

John T. Cook
Stephen K. Cook

Oden Cornwell, III
Jane M. Crawford
Vivian L. Crymble

Alfred C. Crymble, Jr.
Jeffrey S. Davis
Joshua Davis

Thomas A. Davis
Eric Deaton

LaShonda Delivuk

Albert Miller Dotson
C. Burt Durren
Luke Dykeman

Harold F. Edwards
Tara Ellis

John Elrick
Brandon Farmer

Lori Caudell Fatherree
Mark B. Fenyk
Chris J. French
Richard C. Furr

Calvin F. Gant, Jr.
Tom Giffen

Cheryl S. Giggetts
Herbert L. Godschalk, III

Bonnie C. Good
Tommy Green

David L. Griffith
Dana W. Guthrie

Timothy W. Haasken
Philo D. Hall

Melanie Hamel
David T. Hardy

Bethany Harrison
Brett A. Hayes
David Herrick

Sven Marcel Hlywaik
William P. Hottel
Peter K. Howard
Crosby Houston
Bret W. Hrbek

Marc A. Hudson
Walter K. Hughes, Jr.

Tom Illingworth
Gannon D. Irons
Eric K. Johnsen

James W. Johnson
Janet M. Johnson

Charlene Marie Jones
Christopher D. Jones
Fracine R. Johnston

James Randolph Joyce, Jr.
Karim Khan

George D. Karnes
George L. Karnes, II

Robert A. Keely
Heather Keens
Sally Kilpatrick

L. Franklin King, Jr.

John A. Knepper, Jr.
Rebecca Kohler

Carole E. LaMarca
Angus Lamond, Jr.
Anna Clark Lester

Christopher P. Lewis
John P. Lewis
Amy M. Ley

E. Stephen Lilly
Bill Long

Rick Mabe
Lenny MacDonald
Paul S. Magness
Daniel G. Martin

James W. McAlister, Jr.
John M. McCutchen

Vivian Martin McIntire
Thomas Preston McKee, II

Mike Mefford
Whit Menefee

Frederick M. Miller, III
Jeff Mitchell

Chad A. Mooney
Franklyn H. Moreno
Pidge M. Morgan

Kent E. Mull
Katherine P. Napier
Ronald L. Napier
Cary C. Nelson

James W. Nelson
Nicholas J. Nerangis

Don Nichols, II
Garry D. Norris

George E. Oldham, III
Michael L. Overfelt

Harry (Randy) R. Patterson
Robert F. Peck

James M. Perry, III
Cornelis Pieterman

Walter R. Pirie
Leah A. Pugh

Michael C. Quillen
John J. Rainone

Richard Ray
Clarence L. Reaser

David E. Reemsnyder, II
Susan A. Rich

Michael L. Richardson
James R. Ridenour, Jr.

Tamara Ridenour
Mark Edward Riehl

Arthur Benjamin Rippe
Inez J. Rodenburg
Paul Rothfuss, III

Donald B. Roulstone
Christopher S. Runion

Lorraine M. Sadler
Woody A. Sadler, Jr.
Sarah A. Scharfstein

Steve Scheu
M. Roy Schwarz
Julia H. Shipes

H. Roller Shipplett, Jr.
Nelson L Showalter
Peggy L. Shrimpton

Doris Clenanden Shuman
Nate Smith

Theodore D. Soliday
Betram Spetzler

James H. Stafford, III
Karey J. Starnes

Donald W. Stewart
Charles J. Strauss

Robert A. Sullivan, Jr.
Nina D. Thornton

David Todd
Richard H. Torovsky, Jr.

Kim Uhl
Aaron Scott Van Allen
Andrew P,. Vanhook

David E. Varney
Aja Virmani

John M. Watkins
Shannon L. Watts
John F. Weeks, Jr.
Nancy L. Whitlock
Charlotte Whitted
Amber Wilborne

Tim Wilborne
Janice A. Wilkins

Michael Sean Williams
Shirley R. Williams

Cynthia Widener Winn
Glenn E. Wood

Henry Lavender Woodward
Reverdy E. Wright
Anne M. Yearians

Donna Yeatts

Paul Harris Society Chairman: Pam S. Chitwood (RC of Rocky Mount)



WHEELCHAIR FOUNDATION
During the RY 24-25, District 7570 Rotarians contributed $103,598 to the Wheelchair
Project. These funds provided three containers—approximately 810 wheelchairs—
delivering mobility, independence and dignity to individuals in need around the world.

In addition, through collaboration with partner districts, District 7570 helped fund 200 
specialized wheelchairs distributed in Ecuador. This effort was made possible through 
District Designated Funds (DDF) contributions from the following districts: District 7570 – 
$9,000; District 7610 – $5,000; District 7670 – $5,000; District 4440 – $1,000.  Together, these combined
efforts resulted in the purchase and distribution of 1,100 wheelchairs, exemplifying the collective
compassion and global reach of Rotary service. 

CART
The CART Fund provides funds for research to cure Alzheimer’s disease. CART started in
1996 with Rotarians voluntarily emptying their pockets and purses of change at weekly
meetings. One hundred percent of donated funds go to cutting-edge Alzheimer’s disease
research. As of May 2021, CART has awarded $10.2 million dollars in 60 grants to
recognized US research institutions. During the RY 24-25, 21 clubs gave $14,947.49.

PROJECTS

ROTARY LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE

2024-2025 DISTRICT

During the Rotary year, two Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI) sessions were
successfully held—one in Kingsport, TN and one in Blacksburg, VA.

The RLI is a multi-district leadership and development program that engages
Rotarians through interactive, small-group facilitation. The program’s purpose is
to strengthen clubs by equipping members with the tools, knowledge and
confidence to become more effective leaders within Rotary and their
communities.

END POLIO NOW TULIPS
During the 2024–2025 Rotary year, District 7570 once again partnered with District
1600 in The Netherlands for an End Polio Now Tulip campaign.   Clubs and members
across our district embraced the project, purchasing tulip bulbs whose proceeds go
directly to PolioPlus. Thanks to their generosity, tulip sales in District 7570 generated
$6,700 in contributions.  A simple flower continues to sow hope. Together, we are
growing a polio-free world. 

CART Chairman: Milton Carter (RC of Kingsport-Downtown); Wheelchair Project Chairman: Woody Sadler (RC of Lexington-
Morning); RLI Coordinator: Leslie Lynch (RC of Kingsport) 



Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA)
More than 120 students participated in engaging leadership activities, dynamic keynote sessions and a
meaningful Rise Against Hunger service project at RYLA 2024. The event continues to inspire young leaders
to embrace Rotary’s values of service, leadership and fellowship.

Rotary Youth Exchange (RYE)
The District was host to three in-bound students.  Ivanna Ramirez Vivas 
(Venezuela) was co-hosted by the RCs of Abingdon and Washington County.
Tomás Diaz Huenchur (Chile) was hosted by the RC of Lynchburg.  Rut Thoren 
(Sweden) was co-hosted by the RCs of Blacksburg and Christiansburg-Blacksburg.

Additionally we had three out-bound students: Langston Berglund (Peru) 
sponsored by the RC of Staunton; Eliaas More (Poland) sponsored by the RC of Christiansburg-Blacksburg
and Jonny Marcondes (Japan) sponsored by the RC of Strasburg.

EarlyAct
The District concluded the year with nine active EarlyAct Clubs, an increase of three from the previous year.
Area One led the way with seven active clubs, including all five Warren County Public Schools, thanks to the
collaborative efforts of the RCs of Front Royal and Warren County. These clubs continue to build a culture
of service and leadership among elementary students.

Interact
The District successfully updated and documented the official registration and contact information for all 22
Interact Clubs. This critical work ensures students have greater access to Rotary opportunities such as RYLA
and Youth Exchange. Interact Chairman Kayla Payne’s efforts strengthened communication and support
across our growing network of youth programs.

District Conference Youth Participation
More than 100 students attended the District Conference, making it one of our most interactive youth
events to date. Coordinated by Julia Kogut, Nadine Johnson-Hamm (both RC of the Northern Shenandoah
Valley) and Kayla Payne (Skyline Connections RC), the program featured keynote speaker Gregor Baum and
a large-scale hygiene kit service project. Each school—and the local Rotaract Clubs of Virginia Tech and
Radford—took boxes of assembled kits back to their communities to help those in need, embodying the
spirit of Rotary service in action.

Interact Chairman: Kayla Payne (Skyline Connections RC);
Youth Exchange Chairman: Cary Simms (RC of Hillsville)

EarlyAct Chairman: Michael Williams (RC of Warren County);
RYLA Chairman: Inez Rodenburg (RC of Danville-Riverview)

DISTRICT 7570
YOUTH



PEACE POLES
Peace Poles originated in Japan after
World War II as part of the “May Peace
Prevail on Earth” movement. They have
since spread worldwide, with more than
250,000 Peace Poles dedicated in over 180
countries. Each pole typically carries the
phrase May Peace Prevail on Earth in
multiple languages, representing a shared
vision of harmony across cultures and
nations.

2024-2025 DISTRICT

PEACE POLES

1.RC of Roanoke Valley 
2.RC of Forest 
3.RC of Warren County
4.RC of Radford 
5.RC of Rockingham County
6.Virginia Tech Peace Garden
7.RC of Johnson City

Pictured below
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CLUB(S) PROJECT GRANT

Blacksburg* Supporting Micah's Backpack $8,000

Bluefield* Bluefield Resource Support Pantry $8,000

Clarke County* Food Pantry Equipment & Food $2,690

Danville After Hours* Danville After-Hours Community Orchard $118,550

Danville Riverview Rotary* Danville Riverview Rotary Art Mural Project $12,800

Forest* Isaiah 117 - Lynchburg $7,000

Frederick County* Supporting the Homeless with Love to NIC $5,000

Front Royal* Dinner Together To-Go Weekend Bags for Adult Guests $8,806.37

Hillsville* Recovery United $8,000

Johnson City Evening* Hygiene items for Johnson City TN Schools Homeless Education Program $2,400

Kingsport* George Washington Elementary School Outdoor Learning Environment $8,000

Lexington Sunrise*
-Lexington

-Buena Vista
Health Center $10,000

Luray* Page Memorial Hospital Centennial trail plantings $4,000

Marion* Football Helmet Protection Pads $13,000

*Lead Club on Project

2024-2025 
DISTRICT GRANTS

District Grants are funded through contributions Rotarians in District 7570 make to The Rotary Foundation. A portion of
these funds is returned annually as District Designated Funds (DDF) to help clubs carry out smaller-scale projects.

Grants are matching awards, where club funds are matched with DDF dollars—up to $4,000 for single-club projects and
up to $12,000 for collaborative projects involving multiple clubs.

https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25
https://dacdb.com/Grants/Index.cfm?OrgYear=2024-25


Marion Morning*
-Abingdon

-Bristol Morning Va-Tn
-Bristol Va-Tn

--Marion
Washington County

Isaiah 117 House, Washington County, VA
$34,800

Marion Morning* Sentinel Foundation Computers for Analysts $8,000

Martinsville-Henry Co.* Patrick Henry Elem. New Playground Support $2,500

Radford Noon* Peace Pole $364

Roanoke Valley Roanoke*
Rocky Mount

Area 8 Food Packaging Event $8,600

Rocky Mount*
Integrating Young Life support into Rotaract to combat increase

in Overdose/Suicide Rates
$8,000

Scott County* Lake Fleming Outdoor Learning Center Storage Bldg. $8,000

Smith Mountain Lake* Bathroom Facility for ONE Forest School $7,800

Staunton* Equipment for Rotary Clinic in Lima, Peru $3,550

Strasburg*
-Mt. Jackson

Edinburg
-Woodstock
-Winchester

Sleep In Heavenly Peace Bed build Project $26,400

*Lead Club on Project

DISTRICT GRANTS (continued) 
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Stuart* Community Disc Golf Course $24,309.27

Tri-Cities* Holston Elementary Clothes Closet $1,000

Warren County*
-Northern

Shenandoah Valley
Leslie Fox Keyser Elementary School Playground Renovation $13,700

Waynesboro*
-Skyline Connections

-Staunton
-Waynesboro East
Augusta County

-Staunton-Augusta Co.
-Nelson County

Rotary Traffic Playground $25,612.06

Winchester* 
Knights of Columbus - Father Krempa Soup Kitchen and Bill

Herlihy Mobil Food Pantry
$8,000

DISTRICT GRANTS (continued) 

*Lead Club on Project
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Marion-Morning

Project Elk Heart "The Banner Bridge"
Bridge rebuild for access and 911 services in 

Avery County, NC
$25,000

Marion-Morning
Project Elk Heart Tatum Road Restoration

Benefiting six families
$20,650

Marion-Morning
Project Elk Heart Carpenter Crossing Homecoming

Road Restoration
$14,580

Marion-Morning
Capacity-building for Project Crossroads

Firewood for Families
$17,750

Abingdon
Damascus Flood Restoration and Economic Recovery
Restoration of Laurel Creek Park, economic recovery efforts

including the Farmers Market
$10,000

Giles County Rotary Shelter at Whitt Riverbend Park $2,050

TOTAL $90,030

RELIEF
DISASTER

During the 2024-2025 Rotary Year clubs in our district received over 
$90,000 in grants from the Zones 33/34 Foundation to help with disaster relief caused by Hurricane Helene.

RC of Giles County
In partnership with Giles County and the Town of
Pearisburg, VA, the RC of Giles County received a
$2,050 grant to repair a community shelter at
Whitt Riverbend Park in Pearisburg, VA.

CLUB(S) PROJECT GRANT



RC of Marion-Morning partnered with the Sentinel Foundation to support The Elk Heart
“Carpenter’s Crossing Homecoming” Project in Avery County, NC. The project rebuilt a critical road
destroyed by Hurricane Helene, restoring access and emergency services to three families who had
been cut off from 911 response and essential infrastructure.

The RC of Abingdon received a $10,000 grant for its Damascus Flood Restoration and Economic
Recovery Project. Working alongside the Town of Damascus, VA, Master Gardeners, and local Scouts,
the club led restoration efforts at Laurel Creek Park, a vital community space featuring a stage,
pavilion, benches, creek access and restrooms. Rotarians and volunteers provided hands-on support
for cleanup, landscaping and the replanting of native vegetation to revitalize the park and ensure a
safe, welcoming space for residents and the local Farmers Market.

The grant also enabled the Town of Damascus to purchase a generator to support the town’s
emergency alert siren, strengthening local preparedness and resilience in future emergencies.

Local Relief
When Hurricane Helene struck, Rotarians across
District 7570 quickly mobilized to support fellow
Rotarians and communities devastated by flooding.
With the assistance of the RC of Warren County, the
District established a District Disaster Relief Fund to
coordinate and direct recovery efforts locally.

From this fund we provided assistance with local aid
workers to secure their equipment.

The fund raised more than $10,000, providing
resources for clubs to apply for grants to assist with
rebuilding projects and community recovery efforts
throughout the district. This initiative exemplifies
Rotary’s spirit of service and solidarity—neighbors
helping neighbors in times of need.



Global Grants
Global Grants support large-scale 
international projects with 
sustainable, measurable outcomes 
in Rotary’s Areas of Focus. By 
working together to meet real 
community needs, clubs and 
districts build lasting global 
partnerships and expand Rotary’s 
impact around the world.

During the 2024–2025 Rotary year, District 7570 provided 
$20,000 in DDF to support a water and sanitation project 
in Ghana, coordinated by Walter Hughes of the Salem 
Rotary Club, with financial support from several District 
7570 clubs. An additional $10,000 in DDF supported an
eye surgery project in India, continuing a partnership with a
Rotary district that hosted a past Group Study Exchange.

At the close of the year, District 7570 clubs were
international partners in twelve active Global Grant projects
across six countries—India, Jamaica, Uganda, Ecuador,
Ghana and Ukraine—representing a combined total budget
of $1,239,185.

The District committed $16,000 in DDF to collaborate with
more than 30 Rotary clubs and districts worldwide on a
$400,000 Uganda Village Savings Group Global Grant in
partnership with VisionFund. This initiative will empower
vulnerable women in rural Uganda through a Savings and
Loan program, helping lift families out of extreme poverty.

INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE



GLOBAL

GRANTS

In support of Rotary’s commitment to end
modern slavery and human trafficking, District
7570 further contributed $10,000 in DDF to a
$300,000 Global Grant aimed at reducing child
sex trafficking in the Houston metropolitan area.

Additionally, a previous year’s $15,000 grant to
help fund District 7600's Chesapeake Regional
Healthcare Mobile Clinic began in May.

New Global Grant Partnerships (2024–2025):

RC of Johnson City partnered with a club in
Ghana on an education project helping
students prepare for national examinations
that determine access to higher education.
The district provided $20,000 in DDF toward
the project’s $51,600 total budget.

RC of Blacksburg became the international
partner for an education project in India
with a $42,893 budget, supported by $10,000
in DDF.

RC of Lexington Sunrise partnered on a
wheelchair project in Ecuador, providing
specialized mobility devices to individuals in
need. The district contributed $9,000 in DDF
toward this $36,000 initiative, which also
received DDF support from two other Rotary
districts.

Through Global Grants, District 7570 continues
to strengthen its global reach.

Learn more
about how your

club can
participate in a

Global Grant
here:



The objective of the MOU is to strengthen the relationship between District 2485 and District
7570 through collaboration, mutual support, and shared activities that are rooted in the rich
historical and cultural heritage of both districts and in alignment with Rotary International’s
values. We hope to develop joint projects, friendship exchanges, professional development
opportunities, youth activities and other support and promotion for district conferences
together.

At District Conference DG Bret signed a Memorandum of Understanding with Rotary International
District 2485 (Albania-Kosovo). 

(1) Twin District signed certificate; (2) DG Butrint Batalli address the District Conference; (3) DG Bret signing the
agreement at conference.; (4) DG Butrint show the signed agreement; 

INTERNATIONAL

SERVICE

1 2

3 4



Riley Wagner
Sponsored by the RC of Waynesboro, Riley Wagner is pursuing
his master’s degree at the Imperial College Business School, part
of Imperial College London (United Kingdom). His studies explore
the intersection of sustainable international development and
climate change adaptation, seeking ways to help underserved
communities grow while building resilience and transitioning
toward a low-carbon future.

Riley currently works in London for BeZero Carbon, a global
ratings agency for the Voluntary Carbon Market, assessing the
credibility of carbon offsets much like S&P or Moody’s evaluate
financial instruments. A Princeton University graduate with a B.S.
in Chemical and Biological Engineering, Riley also served as a
Fulbright Research Fellow in Florianópolis, Brazil.

2024-2025 Skelton/Jones Scholars
The Rotary District 7570 Skelton/Jones Endowed Scholarships support one year of post-baccalaureate
study at a recognized university outside the recipient’s home country. For international applicants,
the scholarship allows study at a university located within the boundaries of Rotary District 7570.
Each award provides $35,000 in funding for academic work aligned with one of Rotary’s Areas of
Focus, fostering global understanding, leadership and service.

Riley Wagner presenting at the RC of London.

Deepshila Gautam
Sponsored by the RC of Johnson City, Deepshila Gautam of Nepal is pursuing her Ph.D. in
Biomedical Science at East Tennessee State University, focusing on neuroscience research and
serious mental illness, particularly schizophrenia. Her goal is to develop translational biomarkers
that advance drug discovery for schizophrenia and related disorders.

After completing her doctorate, Deepshila plans to pursue a postdoctoral fellowship supported by
the National Institute of Mental Health, deepening her expertise and preparing for future
leadership roles in mental health research. She holds a Master’s in Biology from ETSU and a B.S. in
Pharmacy from Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu, Nepal.



Eirik Dahlgren
Sponsored by the RC of Greenville, Eirik Dahlgren is earning his MSc in Conflict and Cooperation
at Stirling University in Scotland. His studies build upon his background in history and
peacebuilding from Tusculum University, equipping him with the tools to analyze modern
conflicts and develop strategies for reconciliation and stability.

Following graduation, Eirik plans to join the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
in its Bureau for Conflict Prevention and Stabilization, with aspirations to serve in regions such
as the Middle East or Eastern Europe. He holds a B.S. in History and Museum Studies from
Tusculum University.

Friendship Exchange
Under the leadership of chairman Burt Duren (RC of Lynchburg-Morning), the Rotary Friendship
Exchange (RFE) Committee was revitalized in 2024 after being dormant for several years due to
the pandemic.

Burt assembled a dedicated committee representing all corners of District 7570: Trish Cerulli (RC
of Bedford), Mari Jo Cochran (RC of Warren County), Anna Lester (RC of Stuart), Mikhail Mann
(RC of Giles County), and Cindy Winn (RC of Johnson City). 

The committee has arranged a 2026 exchange with District 4640 in Paraná, Brazil. Interest was
immediate and enthusiastic—within 48 hours, more than 30 Rotarians applied for just 12
available outbound positions.

District 7570 was also represented on the global stage when Burt moderated a breakout session
at the Rotary International Convention in Calgary, titled “Achieving Awesome Friendship
Exchanges.” The session drew nearly 200 participants from around the world.



In 2024, Rotary District 7570 established the Rotary District 7570 Foundation,
Inc., a charitable organization created to initiate and support programs that
directly benefit our District. The Foundation’s mission is to strengthen local
impact by providing grants, scholarships and financial support for Rotary
initiatives across District 7570.

This new Foundation serves as a local philanthropic resource, designed
specifically to enhance and sustain projects within our own District. For
international efforts, we will continue to partner with The Rotary Foundation
through contributions to the Annual Fund.

In addition to supporting ongoing programs, the District 7570 Foundation
will play a key role in fundraising and disaster relief efforts. In the past, when
our District needed to raise funds for local emergencies, we relied on
individual club foundations. Now, with this new structure, the District can
efficiently collect, manage and distribute funds for such causes directly.

The Foundation also provides a tax-deductible giving option for individuals,
clubs and businesses wishing to support District-level initiatives—such as
youth programs (RYLA, Interact and Youth Exchange) or District Conference
programming.

The Foundation is governed by a Board of Directors composed of Past District
Governors representing every area of District 7570 (see sidebar for list).

The Foundation’s initial funding of $25,000 originated from the surplus of the
2022–23 District Conference. These funds will help launch several designated
accounts to support key District programs and expand our collective capacity
to Unite for Good.

If you have a project idea or a need that may align with the Foundation’s
mission,  please contact any member of the Foundation Board or the District
Governor directly. Together, we can make the Rotary District 7570 Foundation
a vital resource that empowers our clubs and members to serve more, give
more and achieve more through Rotary.

District 7570
FOUNDATION

For more information and to
donate, use the QR code or
visit www.Rotary7570.org.

Board of Directors

iPDG Paula Alston
RC of Blacksburg

PDG Tara Ellis
RC of Bristol, VA-TN

 PDG Joe Ferguson
RC of Salem 

PDG Kathy Kanter
Chairman

RC of Strasburg 

 PDG Doug McAlister
RC of Christiansburg-Blacksburg

 PDG Woody Sadler
RC of Lexington

PDG Nancy Whitlock
RC of Waynesboro



District Totals
Starting Membership :  2,854
New Members:  293
Membership Terminations: -448
Ending Membership:  2,699

2024-2025
CLUB MEMBERSHIP

Not a Rotarian?  Click here
for more information on

how to join.



2024-2025 AREA GOVERNORS
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AROUND THE DISTRICT
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1) DGNd Amber Wilborne with George Oldham
with the RC of Johnson City; iPDG Paula Alston
and Leslie Jester with the RC of Blacksburg; (3)
RC of Winchester Apple Blossom Parade Float (4)
Blue Ridge RC (5) Jamie & Patty Baisden with

past RI president Mark & Gay Maloney (6) RC of
Botetourt  (7) DG Bret’s LOVE pin (8) RC of

Johnson City; (9) RC of Front Royal Talk Derby to
Me polio event; (10) RC of Roanoke Downtown

(11) RI Director Patrick Eakes and RC of the
Northern Shenandoah Valley member Thomas

Jones after winning the International Fellowship of
Golfing Rotarians tournament.
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(1) RC of Waynesboro 100th Celebration; (2)
End Polio Now tulip (3) Tucker Barker of the
RC of Scott County (4) RC of Bridgewater

(5) RYE student Langston Berglund arriving in
Peru (6) PDGs George Karnes and Ron Napier
and Kathy Napier visit a grant project in Africa

(7) 2024 Membership Summit (8) RC of
Woodstock’s 100th Celebration (9) RC of
Wytheville’s 100  Celebration (9) RC of

Wytheville 100th (10) District Team Training
(11) Jim Halasz of the RC of Lexington

Sunrise 

th



2024-2025
AROUND THE DISTRICT
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1) RC of Bridgewater (2) Mario Wisdom of
the RC of the Northern Shenandoah
Valley; (3) RC of Woodstock (4) RC

Johnson City Morning (5) RC of
Broadway-Timberville (6) Area 5 tailgate

(7) Mikhail Mann of the RC of Giles; (8) RC
of Forest preparing for their Field of Honor
(9) RC of Danville After Hours (10) RC of
Salem Sleep in Heavenly Peace project (11)

RC of Harrisonburg



2024 - 2025
DISTRICT 7570 SPONSORS

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSORS

BLUE SPONSORS

PARTNER SPONSORS

Thanks to our 2024-2025

CHAMPION SPONSORS



Learn More About Our District
www.Rotary7570.org

2025 Platinum Sponsor

Scan for District CalendarFollow us on Facebook
facebook.com/Rotary7570/


